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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-8 are pending and currently under examination. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 4 is objected to for using abbreviations without defining said abbreviations upon 
its first recitation. 

Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: said claim contains an 
obvious typographical error, "organosol" should read "organosolv". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1-3 recite improper Markush language. Said claims should read "are selected 
fi-om the group consisting of. .." instead of "are selected fi-om". 

Claim 5 is rendered vague and indefinite by the use of the phrase "wherein the active 
constituents are hgnosulfonic acid sodium salt or Ugnosulfonic acid sodium sah acetate". It is 
unclear what is meant by said phrase since the preamble refers to a plurality of active 
constituents but the claim recites only a choice of single active constituents. 
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Claims 4-5 and 7 are rendered vague and indefinite by the term "anti-AIDS virus 
activity". It is unclear which viral strains are meant to be encompassed by said language as it is 
not explicitly set forth in the specification. Additionally, it is unclear to what process the term 
"activity" refers. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "guaiac resin" in line 1 . There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 8 is rendered vague and indefinite by the use of the phrase "is guaiac resin 
including guaiacol. . .". It is unclear whether guaiacol must be present in the claimed resin or 
whether it is being recited as an example (which in itself renders the claim indefinite). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-2, 4-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by the 
Adlrich Chemical Company (Aldrich Catalog, Aldirch Chemical Company, Inc, Milwaukee, WI, 
1994, pages 545, 743 and 866.). 

The Aldrich catalog disclose the chemicals guaiacol, lignin sulfonic acid, 2, 6- 
dimethoxyphenol, 3, 5-dimethoxyphenol, lignosulfonic acid sodium salt, hgnosulfonic acid 
sodium salt acetate and lignin organosolv propionate (see pages 545, 743 and 866). It should be 
noted that while the cited reference does not disclose any antimicrobial activity to be associated 
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with said chemicals, it is deemed that said antimicrobial activities are inherent properties of said 
chemicals. Consequently, since the chemicals disclosed in the Aldrich catalog are the same 
chemicals claimed as "antimicrobial agents" in the instant claims, they are deemed to have the 
same chemical, biological and immunological properties. Hence, the cited reference anticipates 
all the limitations of rejected claims. 

Claims 1-2, 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by the 
Sigma Chemical Company (Sigma Catalog, Sigma Chemical Company, 1995, page 958.). 

The Aldrich catalog discloses the chemical syringaldehyde (see pages 958). It should be 
noted that while the cited reference does not disclose any antimicrobial activity to be associated 
with syringaldehyde, it is deemed that said antimicrobial activities are inherent properties of 
syringaldehyde. Consequently, since the syringaldehyde disclosed in the Sigma catalog is the 
same as the "antimicrobial agents" in the instant claims, they are deemed to have the same 
chemical, biological and immunological properties. Hence, the cited reference anticipates all the 
limitations of rejected claims. 

Conclusion 



No claim is allowed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert A. Zeman whose telephone number is (571) 272-0866. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday, 7am -5:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynette Smith can be reached on (571) 272-0864. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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